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name is Agatho, therefore I have caused them to be brought before you/'
The president, turning to the women, said, " Wretches, what madness is
this of yours, that you will not obey the pious commands of the emperors
and Csesars ?'" He then said to Agatho, " Why will you not eat of the
-meats offered to the gods, like other subjects of the empire?'* He
answered, " Because I am a Christian."

Dulcetius next addressed himself to Agape, saying, " What are your
sentiments?" Agape answered, " I believe in the living God, and will
not by an evil action lose all the merit of my past life." Then the president
said, "What say you, Chionia?" She answered, "I believe in the
living God, and for that reason did not obey your orders." The
president, turning to Irene, said, u Why did not you obey the most pious
command of our emperors and Caesars?" Irene said, " For fear of
offending God."

President. " But what say you, Casia? " She said, " I desire to save
my soul,"

Pres. " Will not you partake of the sacred offerings? "

Casia. " By no means."

Pres. "But you, Philippa, what do you say?" She answered,
'* I say the same thing."

Pres. "What is that?"

Philippa. " That I had rather die than eat of your sacrifices."

Pres. "And you, Eutychia, what do you say?" "I say the
same thing," said she; " that I had rather die than do what you
command."

Pres. " Are you married ? "

Eutychia. " My husband has been dead almost these seven months."

Pres. "By whom are you with child?" She answered, "By him
whom God gave me for my husband."

Pres. " I advise you, Eutychia, to leave this folly, and resume a
reasonable way of thinking; what do you say? will you obey the
imperial edict?"

Eut. " No;  for I am a Christian, and serve Almighty God."

Pres. " Eutychia being big with child, let her be kept in prison."

Afterwards Dulcetius added, " Agape, what is your resolution? will
you do as we do, who are obedient and dutiful to the emperors? "

Agape. " It is not proper to obey Satan; my soul is not to be overcome
by these discourses."

Pres. " And you, Chionia, what is your final answer?" " Nothing
can change me," said she,

Pres. " Have you not some books, papers, or other writings, relating
to the religion of the impious Christians?" Chionia said, "We faavt
none; the emperors now reigning have taken them all from us."